
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                  March 22, 2015 
  
FIFTH  SUNDAY  IN  LENT 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship  
 Hymn – 251 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, my eagerness to be your disciple comes from my 
understanding that to do so will take me on a journey where I 
come out in a noble and admirable place having achieved 
something important.  While I think these heroic efforts to 
have a life have value and that you welcome them, I am 
realizing you are not all that focused on them.  You are more 
concerned with how responsive I am to the efforts you make 
to bring me a life.  I tend to focus on what makes me feel 
strong and together, whereas you keep offering me an 
immersion in the aspects of my life where I am neither strong 
nor together.  I want to feel dynamic and forceful; you want 
me to have a kind of strength which allows me to feel 
weakness and be vulnerable.  I seek life by avoiding the things 
that to me feel like death; you bring me life by helping me 
approach the same things I avoid.  For me, life involves not 
being a victim; with you, life is found through the awareness of 
how much of a victim I am.  For me, it is life or death.  For you, 
life comes through death, the death of the ideas I have as to 
what constitutes life. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 12:20-33 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 392 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 404 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY      1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
FRIDAY       1:30  Presbyterian Women, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings for March 29, 2015 
Palms: Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16 

Passion: Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; 
Mark 14:1—15:47 or Mark 15:1-39 (40-47) 

 
F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian Women’s Circle meets this Friday, March 
27th, at the church, at 1:30pm.  The lesson is #6.  Pam Novelly is 
the leader.  Olwen Petersen is the hostess. 
 Next week we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and will receive 
a Deacons Offering. 
 There will be a Maundy Thursday Communion/Good Friday 
Tenebrae on Thursday, April 2nd, at 7pm, in the sanctuary. 
 Do you have Easter Lilies you can loan us for April 5th, Easter 
Sunday?  Bring them to the church when you are able, including 
Easter Day. 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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Pastor: Jim Robie                  [C] 291-8489 

 

We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


FIFTH  SUNDAY  IN  LENT [John 12:20-33] 

 The opening of this text narrates an event where people state 
their desire to “see Jesus.” The word “see” refers to “mechanical, 
passive or casual vision.” I believe this means that they wanted to 
look at his person. This kind of vision is what we exercise when we 
look at the piece of paper on which the U.S. Constitution is 
written. It is a very different kind of looking to “see” the 
constitution in terms of what it was and is in the sense of what it 
created and continues to express. In response to this request to 
“see” him, Jesus makes the statement: “The hour has come for 
the Son of Man to be glorified.” I believe he is saying: the time has 
come to make plainly clear what it is that I am about. The same 
issue exists for us: it is one thing to look curiously or fondly at the 
figure of Jesus, and another to actually see the reality of Christ 
and what Christ is about. 
 The verses that follow this statement [24-26] are an attempt to 
state clearly what Christ is about. We need to consider the words 
“life” and “love” that appear here. The Greek word translated as 
“life” refers to the ability to be conscious of and experience the 
way we think and feel. The Greek word translated as “love” refers 
to being fond of, having affection for, and a personal attachment 
to someone or something. Christ is saying that in the way of living 
he is proposing, if we are fond of and attached to the customary 
way we think and feel, we will undergo not only the loss of that 
attachment, we will also lose the ability to be conscious of and 
experience what we are actually thinking and feeling in the 
moment. If, however, we “hate” [detest in the sense of “love less” 
or be less attached to] the familiar way we think and feel, the 
ability to be conscious of and experience our thoughts and 
feelings will not be lost to us, but will expand and become more 
vital. The analogy is to a grain of wheat which, if it remains in its 
original form will stay exactly as it is, but if it is placed into fertile 
soil will change and become something more. The way of life 
which Christ is proposing would be that fertile soil. If we wish to 
do more than look at Christ, if we actually wish to pay attention to 
him, it is necessary to walk through life with him and in the same 
way he walks. It is necessary to ponder our tendency to retain the 

form of our life in the present, and to consider spending some 
time in the more fertile soil of questioning the form of our life in 
the present. Doing the latter will change us; our doing so is valued 
by God and will be valuable to God. 
 When we choose to walk through life with Christ and walk in 
the same way as he walks, all kinds of thoughts and feelings will 
come to us and through us. Our “soul” will be “troubled.” The 
word “soul” is the same word translated as “life” in verse 25. The 
word refers to the ability to be conscious of and experience the 
way we think and feel. That ability will be “troubled,” a Greek 
word meaning “to stir or agitate” as in roil water [roil meaning “to 
make muddy or cloudy by stirring up sediment”]. That is, our 
thinking and feeling will become clouded, and get muddy from 
whatever is stirred up inside us. This will happen anytime we make 
an attempt to be less attached to the familiar world in which we 
live, any time we make an attempt to go beyond our familiar world 
with its proper ways to think and feel and behave. A debate will 
begin in our own minds: “Get me out of here” on the one hand, 
and “No! This is what I said I would take on…” on the other hand. If 
we are going to walk this path we will need to come to the place 
where we value most this way of life where we question the 
familiar world we inherited. We also need to value that this way of 
living be both seen and made manifest. In response there comes 
the assurance that God has worked for this so far in the way our 
life has been lived, and God will continue to do the same with us in 
the way our life unfolds. 
 When we are troubled in this way, when we attend to our 
clouded thinking and muddied feelings, when we listen to this 
debate between “Get me out of here” and “No! This is what I said I 
would take on…” we are witnessing and participating in the 
primary power and authority in our internal world being ejected 
from its place of power in our life. Any time we are able to 
participate in these internal movements that are brought to us, 
and to whatever degree we are able to do so, the ejection happens 
in that we are beginning to move outside our familiar world. As we 
lift up Christ’s way of living so that others can see it, Christ will 
enfold other people in it. 



 To live in this way involves a kind of dying. We let die the 
imperative to overcome the dominance of the world we inherited, 
and we begin to ponder how victimized we actually are by that 
world.  We let die the illusion that “happiness” comes from 
submission to someone else’s idea of who we are and what our 
life is to be like, and submit instead to the awareness of the 
suffering that comes with living that way. We let die the idea that 
it is our job in life to make ourselves into somebody, and give 
ourselves over to the notion that we already are somebody and 
our job is to follow along as God reveals to us who that somebody 
is. 

[Jim Robie, 3-19-15, Cycle B, John 12:20-33] 


